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Mr. Green,

F the Publifbing of the follewving Pirce can ever
be feafenable, it is fo at this Jun8ure more tfpe-
cizlly, when the Caufe of LIBERTY and TRUTH

S is ar Stake ; 1ikerefors flattergmyfelf, that joa awill

dgiveir a Place in your next Gazstte. And am, Siv,
Yours, &c.

H E Points in Controverfy, between

Proteftants and Papills, are too nu-

* merous, and, indeed, too weighty, to

be difcuffed ia this Way of Writing ;

acd, perhaps our Clergy, who feem

to bave moft Leifure for fuch a Talk, may judge

{1 fuEicient to guard their refpective Charges againft
the Increachments of the Trentane Errors.

But smong the macy popular Quibbles that
Papifts ufe, there is one which feems to be too little
beeded by the Defenders on our Side; for thou h
it is really trifling in the Main, yet, I am humbly
of Opinion, it fhould not be altogether contemned,
gnce like many other fuperficial Arguings, it is got
10 fiagger the llliterate, who rarely give themfelves
to clofe Realoning.

With leave of the Jefuits, and until they are
pleafed to give it in fome better Form, the Argu-

Bimeot, fach as it is, may fland thos :

Preteflants do nct deny that Papifis may be faved :

Patifis are confident that meme can be faved, but

in Communian awith their Church :

Therefore, the Religion of Papifis is the faftfi.

“I'hat Proteftants do univerfally allow that Papifts
pay be faved, is not true, tho' few, if any, bave
the Prefamption to deny the Poffibility of the Thing.
Bat why not? Is it becaufe they entertaia favour-
able Sentiments of Popith Do&rines and Pra&ices?

I Nothing les. A confiftent Proteftant, a Proteftant
who underftands his Principles, would not, for
Millioos of Worlds, rifque his Safety upon thofe
ccoaterfeit Terms, which are propofed by the
Church of Reme: Ard yet his Reverence for the
Deity fuffers him rot to pafs judgment, with the
nigiterial Air of a Papilt, upon any who are to
fasd or fall by GOD’s Judgment only.

This Difpofition in Proteftants, which they grafp
for s Obje&tion to our Religion, as if it were there-

Blfore ucfafe, ray, cocfefledly unfafe, is one Proof,
imcog many, of quite the contrary. Let any one
cempare it with the origiral Plan of Chriftian Dif.
tipiize, and he will find it agrecable to every Line
trereof ; far from being the effe® of any Hefitancy
or Doubt about the Safety of our Way, as they
woald have it believed, it is a Proof that we have
3 lurger Share than they, of the Modetly that-be-
tomes infirm and fhort-fighted Creawres, of the
Charity that is fo cqpgerial to the Religion of Jssus,
ad of the Sileace and Submiffion befliting Servanty,
224 confequently, that we are better irtitled to the
Nime of Chriftians, than Men who fubvert thefe
fusdamental Maxims of Chriftianity, and proudly
atrogate the Prerogative of GOD himfelf. Infhort,

h we cannot but be deeply concern’d far the
Dyzger of Papifts, we co not take upon us to fay,
ey muft be damned ; but bumbly refer them to
their GOP and gurs: And if this Sentiment can be
mte (o ferve the Popith Caufe, it is a new Kind
tf Transformation;, noi far fhort of their Wonder
of Trasfabftantlation. But we have now no Rea-
ko 10 be furprized at any fort of Attempts in thefe
Tealizery of Contradi&ions.

Oa tke qther Hand, that Papifts deay Salvation
WProteftanty, is moft certain; which, by the Wiy,
b a Proof gf their Dapger, not of ours: Ygtitis
well known that wherc they livg among Proceftanty,
4 have not the ruling Hapd, the wiler Heads are

e what thy, and will not declare the whole of
teir Opinion, unlefs they have Hopes to fiepgihen
their Party by it. The Valgar are unfit to be trykt-
td with this fecret of Conceslment and Palliation,
3 fo are ready, at every Tuin, to blunder out
Be damning Tenet of their Religion, But the
Pegple of Rasile among them are better tagght :

Acd though they cannot help difcovering 'their

| Papit will alter a little of bhis Way, to
| benefit a Proteftant. The enlarging the Power of

monftrous Pride, and Infolence, wherever they ex.
pe@ that fometbing will turn up in their Favoar,
of which we have had fome Icftances too recent to
be forgot ; yet if they fee a Spirit cf Vigour nfieg
on qur Side, and an Oppofition againft their bo!d
Incroachments attempted ; when they find that
Men will not be bullied and brow beates into their
Meafures, their Condudt is prefently altered, and
they become, on a fudden, mighty moderate Peo

ple, good Neighbours, and (mockery !) good Sub-
je@ts too. Then wto fo Induftrious to ingage in
Parties of Intimacy and Diverfion with all Sorts of
Men ; with Mcn whom they in their Hearts deteft?
Who fo firenuous in defending a Latitude in Op1-
pions, and univerfal Comprehenfion, whilft they
defire nothing for themfelves but a legal Tolerati
on? What wonderful Modefty ! Toleration ! That
Bait is ftale, ard pretty well urderftood from what
paffed in the Reign of their Jdol.— That Day that
ives Papifts a Toleration, fhares Britain, and it's
?)epcndcncies, between ‘the French King and his
un-HovLinzss ; when the Myrmidons of both
would go Snacks in the Plunder, and therefore
leave no Stone unturned to bring it about.

Such windings and doablicgs in the Behaviour of
Papifts, muft appear fufpicious to every Man who
is willmg to fee. He is ftupid that imagines, a
ratily or

their FaQion is the ONE Point they ever bave in
View ; they boggle at ro Means 1o effe&t it, but
even hug the Man they hate, and whom they would
ftab to the Heart, if they could do without him,
and go off with Impunity, What other can be ex-
pefted from a borrid Religion, which patronizes
Perjury, Rebellion, Murder, Parricide, and wha:-
ever Crime can advance their Church, and erflave
the World.

But be the Obje& they now have in fight what
it will, it is certain, their Profeffions of Efteem and
Friendthip for Proteftants would obtain fmall Cre-
dit, were they openly to efpoufe the dameing ahd
perfecuting Principles of their Party.  For this Rea-
for, they ao what they can to extenuate them: Or, if
tbey have to do with Men that know too much of the
World to be bood-winked by that Artifice, they are
conteot to be thought Duenters from their Chuch as
to this Point, and tell us, that for their own Part,
they are averfe to all fuch mercilefs Opinions ard
PraQices, and will mot anfwer for the Violences of
their Church. If by thefe Methods, and others a-
like true and honeft, they can conciliate to their
Party a favourable Opinion in fome of cur usthink
ing Brethren, and hook others into an odioos Neu-
trality, they know very well how to manage both,
for the Furtheracce of their own Schemes: ‘They
lure them on from Step to Step (I muft not fay with
what Baits) until the filly Dapes find themfelves too
far advanced to think of retreating ; thefe bave, in
aManner, bound themfelves to go on as their Maf-
ters Ordef, even then, when they fee they are but
Tools te ferve a Popifh Fa&ion, and to wound the
Proteftant Religion, and dear-bought Britis Li-
berty, in every tender Part : And after all thefe
datk Confederacies again{t our religious and civil
Right:, what will bg tbe Gains of thefe falfe Bre-
thren themfelves, fhould Fremch and Popith Power
prevail over ns? What indeed ! Bat the Favour to
be lat deftroy’d, unlefy they would refolve to join
with Papifts, in ail rheir Excefs of Malice and Cra-
ely.———But. this Refle@ion may be fpared bere ;
it can be no Argument with Mgo who are fo loft 10
themfelyes, the ¢ Country, their Families, and to
¢very generons Thought, s o profiitute religiaus
and political Confcience (if I may fo (peak) to ferve
a prefest Tura, . A Man wha is gone this Length,
fines 1t no eafy Majter to regain his former Free-
dom: He'is 'o{sllga& to tun on wigh the Tidey aed
has nothing left to ¢onfider, but how he may buoy
up himfelf, let who will perifh under the Inunda-

_tion.

1 have exceeded my firft Defign; but the qver-
flowings of a Heas for Truth aad Right, may. yim

E;cufe, if an Excufe can be wanticg in fuch a
Caule, with any of your Proteftant Readers. The
thufiling Obje&ion agaieft our Religion that Papifts
draw from the Moderation ‘and Charity of Procef-
tants, was the' Thing principaliy intended by this
Paper. It was oblerved that many well-mearf
Brethren are liable to be impofed upoa by the falie
Arguings, and mean Stratagems of the S, Omerian
Artits, and I refolved to furnifh them with an An-
tidote out of an old learned Aathor,® who turns
the Argument of Papifts againft tbemfeives, and
proves that Proteftants are in a fafer Way, becaufe
they hold no pofitire Do&trines but what are agreed
to by the Church of Fim:,

" Admit (fays he) the Proteflants thould 2llow a

Poffibility of Salvation to all beleeving Chriftiars

in tie Bofome of the Reman Cturch, (which ne-

ver yet was graunted), what doe our Adverfariea

infer from hence ? Therefore, (fay they), ir s

the fafer Way to perfifi in that Church, avhere

koth Sides agree, than where ene Part fland fin«
gle by themjilues. Now, furely, if that bee the
fafer Way, wherein differing Parties agree in oce,

I will join Ifflue with them in this very Poynt.

Ard if in this I make not, (the Title of my

Booke.+}) that we are therefore 10 the fafer Way,

becaufe they agree in the principall Points of

Controverfy with cur Do&rines, I will reconciie

my{eif to the Reman Church, and creepe upen

all Foure to bis Holine(s for a Pardon,

¢« Firft then, we fay, there is a Heaven and a

Hell. It is true, fay they, but thete is a Purga-

tory, a Limbus infantum allo. In the firft Part

they joyne with us, in the latter they fland fingle
by themfelves : Acd tkat is the fafer Way,
where botbe Sides agree."

The Author argues in the fame Maaner from the
Pop.fh Additions cf Merits of Saints; five new Sa-
crament: ; Worjlip of Images, Saints, and Angels
Interceffion of Saints, and Angels ; Headjoip of the
Peope, over the whole Church; Primacy of Peter;
Beoks of Caramical Scrigtare ; and making Tradition
a Rule of Fuith : Ana then,

« Laftly: we fay there are twelve Articles of

the Creed, and this is the Tenet and Confeflion

of all Chriftian Churches. It is true fay they,
but there wre twelve Articles mare, publithed by

Pope Pius, iv. to be seceived of Catboliques.

In the fitft Place, they confeffe all that wee hold ;

in. the latter they ftand fingle by themfelves :

Ard that is the fafer Way by our Advesfaries

Confeflion, where both Sides agree, i

« Thus by the ample Teftimony of the beft

Learned in the Reman Church, there is nothic

taught by Proteftants, de fide, for Matter o

Faith, which the Church ot GOD hath rot al-

ways held receffary to be beleeved 3 nothieg but

that which alone is fufficient for every Chnftian

Maa to know, concerning his Salvation; pothing

- but that which is confeffed by our Adverfaries to
be fafe and profitable for all Beleevers; nothing
but that wh. reunto the Writings of all Antiguity
are cocfocant and all Chriftian Confefiions agre-
able. )

« Now fince I have brought you into Fiam

txram, the fafe Way, I will briefly commeod

unta yog Chrit and bis Apofiles for your Lea.
ders ; the ancient Fathers for your Afinciates and

Affiltants ; and the bleffed Spirit for yoor Guide

and Condo& in yous (afe Way. There are o-

ther Paffengess likewife (wiz.) - Cardinalls,

Bifhops and Schooimen, which doe accompany

you Part of your Way. But they are Stran-
« gers, and therefore be warie of them : And, by
* Waey of Pravention, Stéad in the Wayes, and fi¢,
¢ and afke for 1he old Patbs, wkere is the good Hay ¥
“ Aundyq fall fivde reft for your Seals. Jerem, vi. 16,

Thiy leaves nothing for.me to add, but my hear.
tieft withes, that Proteftants may roufc themfelves
from a Securlty (hit may prove fatal to them and

.

theirs ; that taey may be upon their Gaard ggainft -

the
2 8ir Humpbrg Lyads.  + T Jafs Way.
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